Diary of a bee keeper

Allow me to preface thisentry with afact: Each hive houses about 10,000 flying bees. As you know, each bee is armed
with a stinger able to kismall creaturesand if multiplied, kill you or me.

| officially became a bee keeperMarch of 2009. | equipped myself with two complete hives, including their ~10,000
inhabitants. In normal interaction, bees are docile. When threatdmmalever, theyviciouslyattacktheir assailanto
defend their hive. | fashioned myself the full ptective clothing.

Last winter was unusually cold, and fatal to my two colonies. In early spring, they both pei$&imdl was offered a
new box of bees with their queen at a good price. So | took it. Two dayshaftergmoved them to their hve, my new
colony had run off daving bothmy hives empty once agairThis is a rare occurrence, but had to happen, of course, to
me.

Friday,May 7, 2010

Today,| was sitting at my desk after spending two daythatHectronic SecurityAssociationconfererce in Charlotte,
wondering thenextbest thing to do to move my infant business forwatdvas ignorant othe adventure that lied

ahead this very morning as the home phone plaigge¢hunty tune. ¥YungMax Hllerbrandwascalling for his father.

Mike told me that the Wake County Béssociatiof\WCBA)equestshe remove a swarmMikeisoni KS | 8&a 2 OA |
swarm removateam. Mike was busyand checking if | could do it. It was a small swarm at hip level. Mike gave me the
address and a few pointets address the issue: Use & box with existing honeycomiadd an empy box to allow

for overflow as yopour bees into the box filled with comis 2 y Q (i grausidNibneyibefin a swarm are quite
harmlesst

My ownexperienceat thisconsisted ohelpinga neighbomwith a swarnX 2 yT@isvould now be my first time
recovering a swarm alonadith minimal directions and some help from Google Maps, | loaded the van adédea
West on InterstatetO.

After making a few wrong turns, | found it wastlae construction trailer oArcher WestConstructionacompany

involved inrebuilding the RDUAirport terminal. Amy, my contact took me from trailér/ té thead A y ¥ Sa G STRé (0 N
bees had found a spainder the trailer They were hiddebehind thefabric that covered the bottonof the structure |

could see a six indatircleof beesrestingon the trailer wall. | suited up and went to work.

| mace a 12inch incision in the fiberglass fabric. This released thachit | backed up because | lathe doubt in my
homeYl RS 06SS | SS liaBoMEby afe§dressivehuztingmass ZOncel wasmore comfortdle with my
gear, | returned tdengthenthe slit to two feet and made perpendicular cut either end for a largeopening
FollowingMA {s§ifctions, placed aramedfilled box covered by an empty bdirectly below the swarm. Thisind of
set upmakesup a complete hive. The sun reflecting off my veil miaitapossible to seén the darknessunder the
trailer floor.

Again the wlume of the threatmade me back awayEach time | leftl took with me the loud drone of hundreds of
angry'drmeddlyers. My spritzer bottle helped discourage some of the@n my return | poked up under the trailer
with my utility knife Acompletethree-poundchunk ofcombfell into the box: wo inches thick, and abouwat foot and a
halfacross. Tharmy ofbees wvasenraged. More importantly, my veil held themhbay. After another retreat | used
my pruning saw to putlown more comb. Two more p&esof equal sizéollowedthe first. All of them spilling honey
into the hive.dThisis notaswarrh. L { K 2 dz3 [liis islanatf@vélddibriy, Establishedere for more than a
@8SENIT FYR LWY Ay@lFIRBRAY3d GKSANI LINAGIFGS GSNNRG2NEO®
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By now my concerghifted frommeto the O 2 f 2qie®r%he mayave been crushed under tiveeight ofthe falling

comb. | was thrilled to spot hemharmed,only for a few seconds before she vanished belsisticky piece oEomb.

She izonfirmedsafe and isidethe hive. My jobtodayis done! | finished byplacingthe inner and outer covey closing

the colony into its new home¢ KS NBYIFAYyAy3 2N] SNE OFy Sy diSN (KNERdJAK

As | withdraw for the last timd mustwait for the enraged cloud tdisspate before removing myrotective gear
Ffteen minutesgo by. 1amin thedroneof less than a dozesoldiers | keep fully covered ashe aggressors andyet
into my camwith the windows fully open(Wait! Who is the aggressor herePjlrive a h#f mile away, parkand ge out.
Thereis only one persistent workéeft, determined to slay meEven #ter severalminutesof stillness she continued
her attack. | applauded hamrelentingdrive. Witha singleloud clapof my glovesthe last sentryfell. | saluted her life.
Finally under the hot midday sun) was free to be released from my ptic, leather and tulle regaliaUnstung and
unsung!

I will return in a couple of days at dusk, when the colony has adjusted and adapkexalild all gas planned, | artaking
my latestcolonyto my backyard

Sunday, May 10, 8:00 PM

Although | was prepared for the worst, this trip was uneventful. My son Jacques came to help. He is an avid bee
enthusiast. | spent the weekend putting togethera@lf§ S 1 SSLISNID & & dande wadv@eiddbdth fulyy & S I
protected, we simply lifted the closed bee hive into the back of the van. The front opening was blocked with the
appropriate plywood doorl take a relatively full hivavith us but there isstill a chunk of comb, the size of a large
watermelon remaining behind.

My job is not complete. | was asked to remove all the bees! | must refums. photo was takewith my camera
phone,looking up below the trailer floor. You can see the falsiene pink insulation, and wiring running to the office
above. Next tat isthe boxthat | filledwith three pieces of comblhe combs are resting on top of the frames in the box
below it. | added a closep where you really see all the honelytook the last pictureswithout wearing any protection.
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To be continued. . . .

Friday,May 14, 2010, 4:00 PM

Last week, | saw a Ydube video of a man who recovered a hive from inside a cavevatleumed the beesemoved,
andtied each piec®f comb to a frame, and inserted each frame into a hivais, while inside the cavéAssoon as |
find thewebsiteagairt L Qf f LINRPGARS (KS tAyl®

So, | did the same to the comb that | collected last week. This is a messy piloegssk surface, gur gloves and all
your toolsbecome coveredvith honey. | saw many beesn their backstheir wings in the honeyegs flailing. Tda
projectwas quite successful. | tied 3 framsewd placed thenin abox

Now | mustplan todo the same with the remaing comb left under the trailer. Jacques has volunteered to help me. As
I do not have an official feral hive recovery tool checklist, | went to work collectig on Wednesday. All | was
missingonce at the siteyere the bands to hold my suit tiglaround my boots, and pine strafor the snoker. We

found pine straw on locatioand used tape aroundur cuffs.

Last Tuesdayt the WCBA meetind requested a Be¥ac. botiton Thursdaf N2Y ¢ SR /€ NJ S GKS
bee-vac keeper He lives in a beautiful suburban neighborhood with old growlle beevac is a box connected to a
shopvac that sucks bees into an internal screened cage. The suction is reduced so the bees are Quiridet is

this: Jacques vacuums as many bees asipte from the hive. Marc cuts each piece of comb and ties it to a frame

place in the hive bax

| requestedArcher West Construction give mgower to run the shoprvacat the site When we got there, we saw that
Amy, my Archer Westontact got me @eneratorthat is pulled by a truclgble to power a suburban houseith 100 ft

of extension.I fired up the generator. It sounds and looks like the machines that road crews use to power their jack
hammers. ThunderousFortunately, my 4:00 arrival alived me to meet the crew managevinnie, who unlocked the
trailer so we could plug thextension inside. Much quieter!

Once we had laid oubree frames,the cutstring,the smoker and bee/ac, Jacques and | suited up. Jacques started
vacuuming. It maela huge differenceln the picture above, you see nothing but begsler the trailer We couldnow
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see the comb for the first timeWith mybee] S S LJS NXu#theicéd away from the floor joists. Althoudhicques
vacuumedplenty of bees, there wre still a larger numbearound the hivehan inthe vacuum box Ard guess who was

not in the mood now? Evesingle bee!As | pulled off the first comb, | couleelit vibratingthrough my glovesThis

piece was 16by 12 high, and 2 thicklt weighed a few pounds.After carrying the comb tothé NI A f Sdk&ha o O
that served as my table, my gloves weatiEkywith honey. Bees were stuck to my gloves. Bees were threatening my
facejust outside the veilonly 2 inches away from my eyeshis § amost ominous buzg buzz buzz as they crash
repeatedly onto themeshto break their way inThesey RA @ A R dzindedstand the/c@liéctive advantage of a

battering ram. Even cheap tulld N2 Y  WREabri¢g§ Srangenough Thank GOD!

Try thsexperimentat home: Don a pair of leather work gloves, and dip thernia vat ofhoney. Then try to tie string.
ItF Ay QHiAltHUgh Boney is sticky, it lubricatetring; making it very difficult tdhold tight. | loosely tieccomb into

the three prepared frames. We still had three more corttbsemove Jacques continued to vacuum bees. The supply
of bees seemethexhaustible.Jacques prepared fourth frame The fourthcombl retrievedbrokeinto three chunks |
pushed the pieces togetheo tie them into place.Pitiful! | was getting tired and impatient. The last two or three
combs broke off théloor joists and were piled into the boXxVe sealed the end dhe beevac hose with duct tape;
another difficult maneuvemwith honey coveredjloves. The hive wasvered andtrapped The hiveQ éntrance

blocked | checked the bew#ac worked properly. None had escaped the inner c&gforepeeling offour gear, asked
Jacquedo help me loadall the equipment into thevan. Jacques tooas tired and impatient. His fascination with bees
waswaning Two hours in a Kevlar suit at 90 degscause my glassego slip down my noseagainto be addressed
while wearinga veil and honey covered gloves.

We vacuumed each other before enteritige cool trailer to remove the swegplasticgarments Then | moved the
open van away from the site to dissuade followers.

On the way home, | removed my glasses because they had a film of hboalled Mike H for ideas on how to leawy

trove for the night. Hesuggested Igraythe vacuumedbees irsidethe cage withwater to weighthem down; then pour

them into the open hive boxLeawe only a slightly openingn the hive boxo invite the stragglers! followed his
instructions. As | backed awa the white box had enough bees thre sideso make a dark massThe beesvere still
attackingmygloves2 f t ARAY 3 GgAGK GKS fSFiANISYl {Ay3 GGAye NBLISIH

Toonce agairget out of my bee gart walk around to the front of the house affishally the luzzingstops |tookit all
off. Jacques sathat therewere still a few mad ones on finaksault. Hean down the drivevay, smacking various
parts on his body. égondsafter, | wasdoing the samgeas Jacquesncouragel me: dCours. CoursCoursPapéé (6Run.
Run. Rurd) 1 got only slightly stung on the back of the netkisadded to the two on mghinsfrom kneeling on bees
underthe trailer. Jacques escaped this session withany stings. Now we must wait to see how this secohdlf of

the feralRDUcolony fairsit can thriveon its own, it canoin the first half or it can die. | hope they are well in the end
Soon theycan provide honey. They certainly sacrificed a cup or two during this ordeal.

Saturday, May 15, 2010:

COur dog Adlie was sick last night. | discovergm causeoday. This morning, whileadlecting the equipment telean
off the honey | found the board we used astabletop on the deck floor. It waalready clean The doglicked about a
half cup. Althagh it made my work easier this mornirgst nightSuzanne had to clean up dog vonlitnless my
children tell her, Suzanne may hdittle crosswhen she reads this.
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This morning, the new hive is still ihaos. | could notstaywithin ten feet befoe a few circledne. There is a mass of
honey on the hive floor, keeping the worlsdyusy cleaning and eating.

My three hives blow:

The far lefthiveis housead with a swarm from my neighbor, Mike Manfrementioned recovering this swarm at the
beginning of this document. It is my only previous experience with swalilse has about eight hives. The hive on the
far right has the colony from my first trip to the RDU trailer; it holds ten frames in the lower box, and the three combs |
tied in the tox above. Finally in the foregrouadd close upis latest additionto my apiary, noticethe floor and walls
arecovered in honey.The slope makes it appear to tilt, but it is quite level.

Acloseup of the cagetakenout of the beevac.
Most sinceely,
Marc Larin, Bee keeper.

marc@cardinalcabling.com

Pageb



